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Caribbean dream was
worthwhile for Nigel

■ But Worswick’s
Barbados Rally
ends on low note

ISLAND EFFORT Blackburn rally ace
Nigel Worswick and co-driver Lindsey
Pilkington in their Ford Escort Mk2 at
the Barbados Rally, as the crowds
gathered on the Caribbean island, inset

By ANDY CRYER

Sports editor

IT was meant to be a once in a
lifetime experience but the
Barbados Rally is becoming a
summer habit Nigel Worswick
is struggling to give up.

The Great Harwood rally
driver’s second experience of the
Sol Rally Barbados may have
ended in ultimate disappointment
but that wasn’t enough to stop him
returning with a host of “fantastic
memories”.
After an impressive 29th place
finish in his Caribbean debut a
year ago, he returned in the
Worswick
Engineering
Ford
Escort MkII with high hopes of
improvement after an engine
transplant, moved it
up a class.
Mechanical problems
were eventually to
prove their downfall
but, despite having to
withdraw towards the
end of
the rally,
Worswick is already
considering
another
return next year.
He said: “Just like last
year’s event, I really
enjoyed it. It was
absolutely brilliant. Last
year it was supposed to
be a once in a lifetime
opportunity.
“But we enjoyed it so
much, it came round to
making a decision and – with the
entrance fees reduced – we
decided to make it a twice in a
lifetime and do it again.
“I don’t know if we will go again,
it is very tempting though. The
amount of people who have been
going there for 12 years, having
originally only planned on going
once, shows how good it is.
“What else is there to do for your
summer
holiday?
Summer
holidays are great but you can
only read or drink a beer for so
long. I get bored and this is the
ideal combination.”
Entering the rally is no last
minute decision – with the car
needing to be ready a month
before the event to be shipped to
Barbados.
“You have to have the car ready a
good month before the rally to get

it to the boat, so
you have to be organised, but we
did that,” he said.
“We arrived a week before the
rally. The weekend before they
have a king of the hill race, which
is just one stage. There were a

Overall we had a fantastic
time and met some
fantastic people

Rally driver Nigel Worswick

massive amount of spectators,
thousands of people watching it.
“You have four runs up the king
of the hill to determine your
starting position in the rally.
“We were seeded 70 in the race,
out of 105, with the higher number
the faster the car and we finished

CARIBBEAN CRUISE Worswick
and Pilkington rallying in Barbados
before they hit mechanical problems
32nd, which we were fairly happy
with.
“That meant we started 40th for
the real rally. The King of the Hill
was a great experience. Thousands
of people were watching and it
was like a day long party.”
Improvement for him and co
driver Lindsey Pilkington looked
on the cards well into the second
day of competition, until a throttle
position sensor problem forced
their withdrawal.
It wasn’t enough to ruin their
experience but did leave the pair
reflecting on ‘what might have
been’.
He said: “We then had the rest of
the week to get the car ready for
the rally. We started the rally fine
but after the third stage our

starter motor failed and that
meant we had to be careful
because we could not afford to
stall or spin.
“We came back to service
though
and
spotted
the
suspension bracket in the body
shell had cracked.
“This was serious and not safe
to carry on. We had 20 minutes
to sort it out. I said ‘if we can’t
fix it we would not be able to
carry on’.
“We tried to weld it but the
welding equipment didn’t work
so we drove up to a local team
and a local mechanic Roger Field
did a brilliant job with the
welding. I was happy so we got to
the next stage at the last minute.
“We finished the day 22nd
overall and, having finished 29th
last year, we were very happy and
went into the second day thinking
we could have ended up 14th.
Unfortunately with about four
stages to go, our throttle position
sensor fell off and the engine went
dead.
“So with three stages left we
decided to pull out when we still
had an engine. It was a very tough
decision but overall we had a
fantastic time and met some
fantastic people.”
Worswick and Pilkinton will be
guest speakers at Clitheroe &
DMC, on Tuesday June 26, at
Waddington Social Club, talking
about their trip to Barbados, at
8.30pm.

Johnson second at Porthmadog Stages

STEVE Johnson is leading
his class at the ANWCC co
drivers championship after
coming second in his class
at the Porthmadog
Autobodys Ranges Stages
at the weekend.
The Accrington rally
man survived a mistake to
finish the rally and
strengthen his position at

the halfway point of the
season.
Minutes stuck on tyres
on a very wet stage two
meant Johnson had to
keep things clean & tidy to
finish.
In the end, the error only
cost him one place in the
results. Too fast over the
crest meant Johnson could

not get round the bend and
became ‘beached’ on truck
tyres used to mark out the
stage edges. Fine efforts of
the stage marshals help
lift the car off the tyres,
with Johnson having to get
out of the car and assist.
Johnson, right, said: “If
the marshals had not been
at the junction the rally

would have been over, it is
thanks to their efforts that
I finished the rally. The
only damage was the front
number plate had come
loose and need screwing
back in at service.”
Steve Butler is leading
the ANWCC Co Drivers
Championship and the
class.

Townsend
competes
at Lymm
AUTOTEST: Teenager Ryan
Townsend will be
competing for free in
Sunday’s Production Car
Autotest at Lymm in
Cheshire – thanks to
Accrington Motorsport
Club.
The 14-year-old from
Glossop will drive a car
provided by Steve Rhodes
School of Motoring,
Blackburn, with the entry
fee paid for by Accrington
MSC and the Under-17
Motor Club North West.
“Ryan was surprised,
delighted and excited all at
once to win the
competition,” explained his
dad Mark.
Over 40 entries are
expected for Sunday’s
event, which takes place at
the Lymm Truck Park, just
off junction 20 of the M6.
The Under 17 Motor Club
Northwest, Accrington
Motor Sport Club and
CSMA-NW Motor Sport
Group work together
in many motor sport
disciplines. Active in
promoting Road Safety and
Safety in Motorsport by
running events where
14 year old club members
can drive cars. This allows
them to have three years
driving practice by the time
they are legally allowed to
drive on the road.

Lovell Rally
set to excite
RALLY: This weekend sees
more than 80 Rally Cars
arrive in the region for the
biggest Rally event of its
kind in the West Midlands,
the Lovell Rally of the
Midlands.
A range of Vehicles will
take to the stages in a bid to
be crowned as victor of
Round four of the REIS Get
Connected MSA Asphalt
Championship.
The Mallory Park based
event will see crews from
around the country take
part in two days of highoctane action, taking in
‘Special Stages’ across the
region.
Beginning on the evening
of June 22 the event will
wind its way through
twenty four special stages.

Wrathall bid

TOURING CAR: xThe
North Yorkshire circuit of
Croft is the venue next
weekend (23/24 June) for
the final rounds of the
Dunlop MSA British
Touring Car Championship
before it takes a break.
Lancashire’s Frank
Wrathall, who last time out
claimed a ninth-place finish
in the third Oulton Park
race, is looking for
consistent results with his
Toyota Avensis ‘Next
Generation’ touring car.

